Daniel 9:1-19

An Example of Godly Praying

We know, of course, that Daniel was a man who devoted himself to prayer. He would not be denied his time of fellowship with Christ His Lord. Not even when prayer was cleverly made illegal in a plot against Daniel would he allow his time in prayer to be neglected. But he would follow the custom of opening his window in the direction that faced Jerusalem and at the designated hours of prayer he would give thanks before his God (Dan. 6:10). He would rather face a den of hungry lions than be denied time in prayer before his God.

He certainly stands out as a challenge to us when it comes to the whole matter of prayer. When we find it so easy in times of luxury and affluence to find excuses not to pray – we would do well to think upon this man who even in a time of captivity and danger would not be denied time in prayer.

But not only is Daniel as a man a good example for us when it comes to the matter of prayer – but Daniel’s prayer also stands out as an outstanding model for us to adopt in the place of prayer. We’re given this prayer in chp. 9. It is one of the most detailed prayers in all the Bible. Perhaps the only prayer to surpass it in terms of length and detail would be Christ’s prayer in Jn. 17.

I have often remarked that the surest way to know that you’re praying in God’s will is to utilize the prayers that are recorded for us in Scripture. The book of Psalms can certainly function as a guide to our praying. On 5 occasions you find Psalms that are entitled prayers of David.  Psalm 90 is entitled a prayer of Moses. Psalm 102 is entitled a prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before the LORD. Dr. Cairns makes it his practice to pray through a Psalm a day. When I worked at Design Printing I would on occasion, after the pattern of a smoke break, take a Psalm break and read a Psalm and let it direct my thoughts in prayer to God.

Now when I look at this prayer of Daniel in Dan. 9 – I’m impressed by what I perceive to be the knowledge of justification by faith that you find in the Old Testament. I know it is popular, especially in Dispensational schools of thought, to think that the Old Testament saints had little or no knowledge of the gospel. Paul, of course, refutes that notion in his epistle to the Romans where he draws from Abraham and David to expound the doctrine of justification by faith. We could add other Old Testament characters to the pool that Paul could have drawn from – including Job and including Daniel.

And so what I’d like for you to consider with me this evening is:

Some of the Principles that Governed Daniel’s Praying – that Can and Should Govern Our Praying Also

I. The Earnestness of Daniel’s Prayer – {9:3}
You get the impression from this verse that what Daniel was engaged in here – he was engaged in with all his heart. The burden of the people of God weighed so heavily upon his heart that he had no time or desire for his necessary food. I believe this is what gives rise to fasting. There are some funny ideas about fasting that are unscriptural. I’m afraid some people may have the impression that there is some merit in torturing one’s self through hunger that God takes special note of in deciding whether or not He’ll answer prayer. That’s a monastic view of fasting – the view of Luther before his conversion when he thought that God would accept him if he denied his flesh every creaturly comfort.

The fasting we find Daniel engaged in is something that grew out of his burden for the people of God and the advancement of the cause of Christ. Christ Himself demonstrates this burden when His disciples come to Him after having gone to the city to buy meat. While they’re gone Christ addresses the woman at the well. And then she leaves. And the disciples return with the meat and urge Jesus to eat – and He says to them in Jn. 4:32 I have meat to eat that ye know not of. And a little further on He says in v. 34 My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me and to finish His work.
Christ was so much in earnest about His mission of redemption that there was no place on that occasion for meat. He was too occupied with His Father’s will. He was engaged with all His heart in the cause of redemption. I’m afraid this fervency is sadly lacking among the people of God today. Instead of fasting and praying consistently with an intense desire to see Christ’s cause advance we instead see worship turned into entertainment and we utilize all the toys of modern technology in order to create something that is artificial. We’re comfortable in Egypt and our desire to see souls saved, and Christ’s cause advanced is within the parameters of that comfort zone – which means we’ll pray if we feel like it. We’ll read our Bibles if time allows it. The cause of Christ can wait if there’s something good on television etc.

May God help us to order our priorities right and to see the plight of men and the need for God to move. James 5:16 The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Daniel illustrates this truth to us. His determination to set his face unto the Lord illustrates his fervency. You can find other expressions within his prayer that illustrate that fervency also – {9:16-19}.
II. The Confession of Daniel’s Prayer – {9:4-6}

You discover in reading this prayer that confession of sin is the thing that permeates it more than anything else. We would just about have to read the entire prayer through again if we wanted to point out every example of this. Let me just briefly span the prayer and note some of the expressions of confession for sin:

· Verse 7 – O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces.
· Verse 8 – O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
· Verse 10 – Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God
· Verse 11 – yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice.
· Verse 15 – We have sinned, we have done wickedly
And would you note from these expressions the emphasis on the word we. You don’t find in Daniel’s prayer the kind of spirit that was manifested by the Publican in the temple when he prayed – Lord, I thank thee that I am not like other men. No, Daniel includes himself in this confession. He saw the strength of inbred sin in his own life. He saw that he along with all Israel came short of the glory of God.

I heard a portion of a message from the book of Daniel on the radio the other day. The teacher was one of these dispensational Bible teachers who thinks he, along with the other dispensational Bible teachers, have figured out all the details to prophecy. And he made a remark about Daniel that also had a connection to the apostle John in the book of Revelation. I don’t remember exactly what the connection was but the application he was drawing from the connection was that it was the marked obedience of these men that entitled them to the revelations that they received and that if we would only imitate that obedience we too might, spiritually speaking, have the revelations of God more fully revealed to our hearts. 

I dare say – based on what I read from Daniel himself in this prayer that he would lay no claim to righteousness himself. He lays claim, rather, to his own sinfulness. He doesn’t show any trace of what we might term the me and them mentality – like that Publican in Luke’s gospel. He attributes righteousness only to God and not at all to himself. {9:7}. 

So we note his earnestness. We note his confession – We may also note – 

III. The Actual Petitions of His Prayer –  

In all of these verses which I said in my opening remarks make up one of the most detailed prayers in the Bible – what do we actually find Daniel praying for? His specific petitions are found very concisely expressed in just 2 verses – verses 16 & 17 {9:16,17}.  

We could add also v. 19 which really doesn’t add to the petitions already expressed but does again illustrate Daniel’s fervency when he cries – O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my God.
Basically Daniel desires 2 things from God. He wants his sins forgiven – or to express it another way – he wants God’s anger and fury turned away. And he wants the face of God to shine upon His sanctuary again. We can do no better than to seek God for the very same things. We want our sins forgiven. We want His anger and wrath turned away. And we want His face to shine in our hearts. The sanctuary of God today is in the hearts of His people. 

What else do we need? If God will grant to us the sense of our sins forgiven and His anger turned then His peace and His joy become our portion. If we can sense the light of His countenance blessing us with His favor then are we strengthened and filled and satisfied with God and with each other and with life in general. 

Now I said earlier that Daniel could be included in the list of saints that understood the doctrine of justification by faith. We see this in his prayer by noting the grounds for his hope of a favorable answer – {9:16}. This is quite an appeal isn’t it? He’s appealing to the righteousness of God for His anger to be turned, their sins to be forgiven and His face to shine upon His people again. How can Daniel make such an appeal? Indeed isn’t he ascribing righteousness to God for all the stern dealings God has taken upon the nation in bringing them into captivity? – {9:14}.
How is not that he can appeal to that same righteousness for forgiveness and favor? The answer is to be found in v. 4 – {9:4}. God is the covenant keeping God. And in the covenant of redemption He sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. It could not be said of Daniel – it could not be said of the Israelites – it could not be said of any of us that we have loved Him and kept His commandments. But it can be said of Christ. The covenant, after all is ultimately between the Father and the Son. And so based on the truth that Christ as our covenant head has loved God and has obeyed His Father even unto death – the death of the cross – we can appeal to the righteousness of God as the grounds for our hope that our sins will be forgiven, His anger will be turned, and He will cause His face to shine in the sanctuary of our hearts, our homes, and our church.

Daniel is a good model to follow in the place of prayer. Let’s look to the Lord to enable us both this night and from this point on to help us to be earnest in seeking Him. God is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him – we read in Hebrews. And let’s humble ourselves before Him and then seek Him to forgive and to cause His presence to be manifested in our lives. This is what distinguished vital Christianity from mundane Christianity. The people of God are earnest, and honest, and hopeful – even confident because they know the grounds upon which their hope rests. We rest on Christ – His faithfulness, His obedience, His shed blood, His righteousness. Let’s seek Him then in prayer. 
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